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SUMMARY OF ACTIVITIES, FISCAL YEAR 1963 
PLANT QUARANTINE DIVISION 


Injurious insects, plant disease organisms, and other agricultural pests cost 
the people of the United States billions of dollars each year in direct losses 
to crops and in necessary control and eradication measures. Most of this 
expense is chargeable to pests that gained entry through foreign commerce 
and travel prior to the enactment of legislation designed to protect against 
further damage to the Nation's food and fiber crops. Without a continued 
strong inspection and quarantine program many thousands of additional plant 
pests could become established and result inenormous losses to the 
agricultural economy ofthe Nation. It is the responsibility of the Plant 
Quarantine Division to prevent the entry into the United States of such foreign 
pests. The Division is also charged with the responsibility of preventing the 
spread of pests from offshore areas of the United States to the mainland, and 
between suchareas, It shares in the responsibility for preventing the spread 
of plant pests within the continental United States, 


An additional important responsibility of the Division is the inspection and 
certification of domestically grown plants and plant products to meet the 
import requirements of foreign countries, Although in a somewhat different 
category than plant quarantine restrictions on imports, export certification 
helps to strengthen the international fight against dissemination of plant 
pests and so indirectly reinforces our national defense against foreignpests, 
It also bolsters the agricultural economy of the United States by enhancing 
the acceptability of our farm products in the world markets, 


To meet its responsibilities, the Division maintains inspection staffs at some 
73 major ocean, Great Lakes, air, and border ports of entry in the continental 
United States and in Hawaii, Guam, Puerto Rico, and the American Virgin 
Islands, In addition, services are provided on a regular or on-call basis at 
approximately 284 outlying ports and military installations throughout the 
United States, Plant quarantine inspectors at these ports, working in coopera- 
tion with Customs, examine ships, airplanes, vehicles, trains, baggage, and 
mail to enforce applicable quarantine regulations, They also inspect cargoes 
of restricted plant materials and non-restricted general cargoes, and apply 
treatments or other safeguards as necessary. 


The task of defending our agricultural resources against foreign plant pests 
grows larger and more difficulteachyear, The steady growthof international 


travel, the continuing acceleration in transportation concepts, and the opening 
of many interior traffic centers for entry of travelers andagricultural 
materials bring the potential for introductionof foreign plant pests significantly 
close to the Nation's agricultural heartland. 


The danger that injurious foreign insects, plant diseases, and other plant 
pests will gain entry into the United States is related directly to the volume 
of international travel and commerce, The number of foreign arrivals and 


travelers and the volume of goods entering the country continue to increase 
steadily eachyear, and are factors that establish the level of plant quarantine 
services necessary to prevent pest introduction. 


The number ofpeople entering the country during FY1963 is estimated at 175 
million, 15 million more than in FY1962. To transport these additional 
persons, 8 thousand additional aircraft entered and 1, 2 million additional 
vehicles crossed the Mexican Border. Travelers brought with them 4, 4 
million additional pieces of baggage for inspection at ports of entry - an 
increase of approximately 19 percent over the preceding year, 


Jet Cargo 
Entry of agricultural cargo by air is increasing at a very rapid rate. Inter- 


national aircarriers now are using all-cargo jet planes capable of carrying 
a 40-ton payload, This method of transportation is ideal for shipment of 
perishable agricultural products subject to plant quarantine examination as 
a condition of entry. As air cargo operations continue to grow, increased 
staffing at airports will be necessary to provide adequate plant quarantine 
coverage with a minimum of delay to international commerce, 


Mediterranean Fruitfly Threat in Central America 
The recent northward spread of theMediterranean fruitfly in Nicaragua 


coupled with increased traffic on the Inter-American highway points out the 
need to strengthen inspection at Mexican border ports of entry, Should the 
fruitfly become established in Mexico and continue its northward movement, 
the danger to the southern fruit growing areas of the United States will be 
greatly magnified. 


Military Movements 
Movement of military personnel, baggage, and cargo from foreign bases by 


air direct to inlandareas of the United States is complicating the maintenance 
ofadequate plant quarantine inspection. These arrivals are steadily increasing 
and have added to the workload of inspectors stationed at regular ports of 
entry which in some cases may be several hundred miles distant, 


Certification of Export Commodities 
Direct foreign shipments of grain and grain products, such as flour, from 


Great Lakes ports is increasing rapidly as more shipping becomes available 
for Great Lakes navigation, harbors are deepened and facilities such as 
docks, warehouses, and loading facilities are constructed, Similar expansion 
ofloading facilities is being carriedout at many other ports along the Atlantic, 
Pacific, and Gulf Coasts, particularly for grain, which is now being shipped 
in much greater quantities to many more foreign countries, Changes are being 
made constantly by foreign governments in their import certification 
requirements, This may require inspection for additional insects and plant 
diseases and inspection of additional commodities. For the country asa 
whole, export certificates issued in 1963 totaled 44,063 covering 74, 760, 352 
containers, an increase of 13 percent in number of certificates issued and 
78 percent in containers certified. 


The interceptions of insects, plant diseases, snails, nematodes, and mites 
in 1963 included many of the world's most destructive plant pests. Some of 
the more significant pests and the number of times intercepted were: 


NUMBER OF INTERCEPTIONS 


PEST BMUIG6S Average Per Year 1960-1962 

Fruitflies: 

Mediterranean 293 168 

Mexican 399 132 

Oriental 33 17 

Olive ae 50 

European Cherry 185 39 
Citrus canker SU 179 
Golden nematode 32 43 
Khapra beetle 225 72 
Sweet orange scab 209 158 
Japanese citrus scale 427 375 


Agricultural Quarantine Information Distributed for Travelers 


Efforts to reduce the danger of the accidental introduction of agricultural 
pests and diseases in fruits, plants, or meats carried by travelerswere 
expanded during the past year, Notices are being distributed in this country 
aboard ships and abroad by steamship companies and the Passport Division, 
Department of State. 


The notices distributed outside the UnitedStatesare in five foreign languages. 
A briefnotice in Spanish and Englishwas prepared for distribution throughout 
Mexico and Central America by the Governments of those countries asanaid 
in preventing the movement of plant pests between countries within North 
America, thus extending our line of defense farther from our actual land 
borders, 


The Armed Forces are cooperating by distributing notices of military 
regulations that support agricultural quarantine laws, These notices are given 
to persons travelingon military planes and ships. In addition, a motion 
picture is currently being prepared for use by the military services showing 
how plant pests such as snails may "hitchhike'' on military equipment being 
transported into this country and pointing out the significance andimportance 
of preventing such accidental introductions of damaging plant pests. 
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